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Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 
609, applicants submit the following Disclosure Statement concerning art of 
which the applicants are aware. A copy of PTO-1449 is enclosed herewith. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not intended to 
constitute an admission that any patent, publication or other information 
referred to herein or submitted herewith is "prior art" for this invention unless 
specifically designated as such. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(g) and (h), the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a 
search has been made or that no other material information as defined in 37 
C.F.R. §1. 56(b) exists. 



I hereby certify that this, is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class 
mail in an enveloped addressed to: Mail Stop, Commissioner for Patents, P.OyBox 1450, 



Certificate of First Class Mailing 



Cathryn T^rchek 



Date: 





U.S. Serial No. 10/630,033 
Attorney Docket No. EPE 2 0012-2 



In accordance with the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office OG Notice dated 05 August 2003, waiving the requirement under 37 
CFR 1.98(a)(2)(i), for submitting a copy of each cited U.S. patent and each 
U.S. patent application publication for all U.S. national patent applications filed 
after June 30, 2003, Applicant has not enclosed copies of the cited U.S. 
patents with this Disclosure. 

This application is a divisional application under 37 C.F.R. 
1.53(b) of pending prior application U.S. Serial No. 10/059,577, filed January 
29, 2002. All of these references were brought to the attention of the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office in the priority application. 

Under § 1.98(a)(3), no concise explanation of relevance is 
required for information that is in the English language. Accordingly, the cited 
patents require no further explanation (or no translation is available). 

Under § 1.97(b)(3), this information disclosure statement is 
being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. 
Although it is believed no fee is necessary, any deficiency in fees should be 
charged to Deposit Account No. 06-0308.. 

It is respectfully requested that the attached documents be 
considered and officially cited in examination of this application. 
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MINNICH & McKEE, LLP 
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